THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

furnishes no example of an aristocracy or monarchy
successfully holding its own by lagging behind in
progress of knowledge amongst their social inferiors or
subjects.

Regarding the establishment of the College, the
Director of Public Instruction, with whom I have been
in communication, has secured for it the services of Mr.
Chester Macnaghten, a gentleman of high and varied
attainments, and master of some of the vernacular lan-
guages of the East. It is a matter of much regret that
he has been unable to arrive in time to take part in this
interesting ceremony of opening, but, from a communica-
tion lately received from him, he announces his immediate
departure from Benares and his hope of joining us by the
first week in January. In the meantime, such of the
assistants as can be secured will make all the preparations
pending his arrival.

It is a source of the greatest gratification to me that
your Excellency should have so opportunely timed your
visit to this ancient province as to admit of this noble
building being opened formally by yourself. The benefit
which it will derive from this auspicious event will, I
consider, be incalculable. The prestige of your Excel-
lency's name is great, and your Excellency's interest in
all that concerns education will, I fervently trust, be
likewise extended to this College, the first of its kind in
Kathiawad, and which under Providence, let us hope,
may in time emulate the fame of the Eton of the Western
World. Its success will be a step in advance and will be a
pledge of future benefit to both the rulers and the ruled
of Kathiawad; and whereas formerly the sons of chiefs
rarely, if ever, learnt anything beyond the limits of the
palace or zenana, we now hope in time to have in their
place an intelligent, educated, manly set of noble youths
and burning with emulation to outstrip each other in the
glorious task of elevating humanity.

I now beg of your Excellency to declare this College
open for its important object, naming a day when its
first term shall commence, and informing the fathers of its
intended inmates assembled around you of the arrange.
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